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Nutritional requirements change as we grow and develop. Although
this is almost axiomatic, it is surprising how little attention we pay
to the changing requirements and to the way the genotype interacts
with the changes. This WP addresses these questions, mostly
in relation to the pregnant woman, her infant and the elderly,
though we would be keen to incorporate studies on the adolescent
or the growing child.

Our scientific objectives are:

® To understand nutrient-gene interactions in pregnancy
and how nutrition alters pregnancy outcome, short
and long term

Vascularisation may be altered in iron
deficient embryos

What it’s all about Control Fe-deficient dam

® To understand how nutrition can modify the genome in development, most especially in relation to epigenetic
phenomena and in propensity for disease

® To understand the genetic and nutritional factors predisposing towards disease in the elderly

Our integrative objectives are:

® To develop a cohort of developmental scientists who understand the importance of nutrition, and of
nutritionists who understand the importance of development

°® To provide a strong training environment for scientists studying development and the genome

® To understand why particular individuals are more susceptible to disease in older life, and why

others are not

Methods for achieving our objectives:

® A newsletter. The first one of these has been published. It is a review of work being
carried out in the area, mostly consisting simply of summaries, but occasionally with
extra information or discussion being added.

® Exchange visits. Although none have taken place within WP3, we have had
some between, for example, WP3 and 4. We will encourage more of these,

as they will be very important.

® NuGo PhDs. We have put several ideas forward already,
but more are sought desperately.
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